Statement of Teaching Beliefs
“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” - William Butler Yeats
Education is one of the most significant aspects of growth and development, providing children with the fundamental skills to move forward in life as an active, responsible, and caring citizen. Education is the means by which we ensure our children continue to question and embrace knowledge. I am proud to be an educator and I am committed to supporting each of my students on their educational journey.
 A students’ success is the primary focus of my teaching philosophy and that includes helping each child achieve their personal best academically, socially and emotionally. It is my aim to create a classroom community where all students feel safe and involved. It is my intent to implement activities that are interactive and engaging. It is my ambition to provide every child with the knowledge to access information. It is my responsibility to support the unique needs of each student. The fire I hope to light in the students that I work with will awaken curiosity, creativity and ultimately foster a love for learning. 


I believe a strong classroom community promotes learning and student success. When a child feels safe in the classroom they are more willing to take risks, ask questions and engage in group activities, therefore contributing to an environment that promotes collaborative learning. I will work with my students to create an accepting, friendly and supportive environment. I plan to implement classroom discussions, routines and team building activities as they build trust, promote respect and develop relationships. Classroom routines and procedures help maintain a positive atmosphere and may act as a proactive measure in conflict resolution. Students will be involved in the creation of classroom procedures, therefore promoting student participation and a sense of ownership with in the classroom walls. Furthermore, I recognize the importance of including parents, guardians and administrators as part of our extended community. Parent and guardian participation can provide support for student learning and understanding. Other teachers in the school and administrators are a great resource and place of support. I am committed to creating a strong support team for the students and myself as it contributes to the success of learning and a strong educational community. 
I will model an enthusiastic approach to learning by implementing lessons that impart knowledge in an interactive and engaging manner. I believe when lessons promote student exploration and involvement, students will care about their education and become motivated to fully participate in the classroom and curriculum. I value and plan to include activates that promote collaborative learning and student participation.  This may include the use of science experiments, group novel studies and research projects about interesting and relevant topics. It is my goal to provide students with the necessary skills to solve problems and access information. Additionally, I value the use of interactive resources such as math manipulatives, smart boards and other technologies. I also recognize that the content of lessons should be purposeful, relevant and follow the aligned curriculum. I will use a variety of assessment strategies to monitor and evaluate student progress. This will include the use of both, formative assessments and summative assessments. Through the use of formative assessments, such as summaries, reflections, charts, discussions and observations I am supporting the needs of my students through out the process of learning by evaluating their progress, their understanding and the effects of my teaching practice. I will track the data I collect using charts, lists and other record keeping methods. I will also use Summative assessments to assess how much learning has taken place over the course of a given time period. 

Every child is unique and may require different means to achieve their personal best. When the intellectual, physical and emotional needs of the individual is recognized in the classroom, each student is given a chance to succeed. I will scaffold activities, differentiate lesson plans and use a variety of assessment strategies to meet the needs of each student. I am able to identify if a student or group of students is struggling to grasp a particular concept by using formative assessment. If this occurs, I will choose an appropriate intervention to meet the needs of that student or group of students. This may include re-teaching the concept using a different method, adapting the environment and/or providing different resources. I will also consider and make lesson adaptation to meet the needs of gifted students. I strongly believe and support the use of tired lesson plans to promote inclusion with in the classroom. 


Teaching is one of the most rewarding and enjoyable careers a person could choose. I am committed to the development of education and helping my students to achieve their personal best. I hope to inspire students, provide support and instill a love for learning. It is my ambition, my goal and my responsibility to ultimately teach them how to light their own fire.
